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GROUP TEST HIGH-END SPEAKER PACKAGES

Winner ATCConcept3 £4877 kkkk%

ASYOU'LL HAVE noticed, there’s not one duffer among
this group. Each offers specific technology - ATC's sealed-
box enclosures, PMC’s transmission line, Triad’s LCR and
in-wall designs, and Vienna Acoustics’curved cabinets

that gives each system its own unique appeal, and you
would be proud to own any one of them. We've got to give
credit to'Triad for understanding that not everyone wants
to see their speakers; equally, we're happy to praise Vienna
Acoustics to the skies for making speakers that are easy on

both the eye and the ear.

Butin the end, we've got to pick a winner, so hereitis:
ATC.Yes, the Concept 3 system is the priciest here, and
it’s also (in most ways) the biggest - but you get what you
pay for. This is a package for which no sonic apologies are
needed on any front. Yes, the surround speakers are on
the big side, and they do ‘beam’sound rather than spread
it in numerous directions, but that’s more a question of
individual sonic taste than a genuine criticism. As to the
rest, the Concept 3 has it all; massive bass, huge dynamic
ability, wondrous clarity and total composure - and it also
plays music like you wouldn't believe. If you've got the
money and the space, get ready with the plastic..

Massive bass, huge dynamic
ability, wondrous clarityand
unbelievable composure

Package

WHAT'S ITGOT?

Price

£4162

Front speaker type
Mid/bass drive unit
Treble drive unit
Reflex port

Terminal

Frequency range

Sensit
Nominal impedance

Subwoofer drive unit

Subwoofer power
Subwoofer design
Front speaker
dimensions (hwd)
Subwoofer

dimensions (hwd)

WHATWE GAVEIT...
Sound

Build

Features

VERDICT

Standmount
15cm

28mm
Sealed-box
Biwire

62Hz to 20kHz

86dB/w/m
4 ohms
30cm
650w

Down-firing

33 x 20 x 26¢cm
58 x 50 x 50cm
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Floorstander
17¢m

25mm
Transmission
Biwire

22Hz to 25kHz

90dB/w/m
8 ohms
2x17cm
150w

Forward-firing
103 x 20 x 30cm
55x 20 x 55cm
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Triad
Package

£4180

LCR

16.5cm
25mm
Sealed-box
Single-wire
70Hz to 20kHz

92dB/w/m

4 ohms

30cm

250w
Forward-firing

48 x 22 x 24cm
42 x 39 x 36¢m
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Vienna
Package

£3700
Floorstander
15¢cm

25mm

Ported
Single-wire
40Hz to 25kHz

91dB/w/m

4 ohms

30cm

220w
Forward-firing

105 x 27 x 9cm
40x 64 x 22¢m
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Partners for the winner

The ideal kit to put with the ATC Concept 3

Yamaha DPX-1000
projector £8000

Y 3% Kk October 2003
A sound this big needs an
equally large image, and

the Yamaha delivers. Superb qualityand a
DVI-D compatible digital video input as well
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Denon DVD-A11DVD

player £1700 % Y ¥ % K rebruary 2004

Denon's latest and greatest is a DVD behemoth,
equipped for superlative sound and vision -
universal DVD replay and DVI-D video on top.

Arcam AV8 processor and P7 power amplifier

£5500 % A Fe Ak May

Supreme multichannel
power and composure
from this remarkable
combination;
effortlessly capable,
bothin stereo and

in surround
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We tested them with Projector Yamaha DPX-1000; DVD player Denon DVD-A11; DVD player Arcam DV-78; Processor Lexicon MC-128; Power amplifier Lexicon LX-7;
cables and interconnects Chord Company; Stands and supports Atacama; Equipment table Mana
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